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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 6518 

STADIS////////////////////////////////////// 

FROM AMBASSADOR TO DEPUTY SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEAN 

SUBJECT: US-ASEAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATION 

REF: A. STATE 176399 
B. SINGAPORE 3381 

1. WHILE LAOS IS, TO DATE, ONLY PERIPHERALLY INVOLVED 
WITH ASEAN, WE SEE NO MAJOR REASON WHY USG SHOULD NOT 
ENGAGE IN CONSULTATIONS WITHASEAN AS PROPOSED REFTEL 
AND IN FACT WE CAN SEE SOME POSSIBLE ADVANTAGES. 

2. WE HAVE NOTED ASEAN'S EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE 
DEVELOPMENTAL ASSISTANCE TO THE LAO COALITION GOVERNMENT 
(PGNU). THIS IS A LAUDABLE OBJECTIVE AND, IF CARRIED 

OUT, WOULD, OF COURSE, BE HELPFUL IN REASSURING TWO SIDES 
IN LAOS AND CONTRIBUTING TO MAINTENANCE OF CEASEFIRE, AND 
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TO IMPROVEMENT IN REGIONAL COOPERATION. HOWEVER, IT IS 
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EQUALLY CLEAR THAT BETWEEN CUP AND LIP FALLS THE SHADOW 
OF ASEAN BEING NEITHER ORGANIZED NOR AS YET SUFFICIENTLY 
DETERMINED TO UNDERTAKE ANY MEANINGFUL MULTILATERAL REGIONAL 
EFFORT. 

3. AS SEEN FROM HERE. ASEAN'S SCOPE REMAINS SEVERELY LIMITED 
DESPITE HIGH HOPES AND GOOD WISHES WE BESTOW ON IT. PROB- 
LEM OF ASEA, AS NOTED IN CERTAIN MESSAGES, IS TO DEVELOP 
ENOUGH COHESION AND CONFIDENCE TO ACT AS A UNIT. UNTIL THIS 
HAPPENS. WE DOUBT ASEAN QUA ASEAN WILL MAKE MUCH OF A CON- 
TRIBUTION-POLITICALLY OR ECONOMICALLY —IN INDOCHINA. 

THUS, THE MAIN ADVANTAGE WE SEE IN PROPOSED CONSULTATIONS 
FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE IS THAT IT WOULD GIVE FURTHER IMPETUS 
TO ASEAN COUNTRIES' SEARCH FOR COMMON INTERESTS AND FOR 
UNITY OF PURPOSE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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